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Introduction
The twelfth-century Church experienced a revolution throughout Europe,
resulting in the foundation of many new religious orders. The Cistercians were
amongst the first of these continental orders to come to Ireland from France,
settling by the Mattock River at Mellifont, Co. Louth in 1142. Their outstanding
architectural achievement is reflected in the impressive abbeys which now
constitute some of the most picturesque ruins on this island. The ordered layout
of their buildings which combined religious and domestic functions contrasted
sharply with the informality of the Irish monasteries. This systematic approach
was also evident in their farm management. The Cistercians were extensive
landowners and played a pivotal role in the economic life of Medieval Ireland, as
they did elsewhere in Europe. It has been estimated that at their height, the
Cistercians owned over 200,000ha in Ireland.1 Their estates were centres of
excellence in agriculture, milling and fishing, and they created external markets
for selling wool.
The Cistercians introduced into Ireland a radical scheme of farm management

which had previously been pioneered on the continent, England and Wales. They
exploited their lands through a series of ‘model farms’ known as granges, a
generic term for buildings, especially store houses devoted to agricultural
production. The word grangia, in one of its original uses, meant something very
like ‘tithe barn’.2 In Ireland the word grange was used to describe the farm
inclusive of land and buildings or alternatively to describe the farmyard only
where the plough teams were housed and the grain stored (fig. 3.1). Some times
a prefix was added such as Saltgrange, Irongrange or Sheepgrange to indicate a
specialist function. Cistercian monastic estates were, accordingly, divided into
granges worked directly by the monks using lay brothers as additional agricultural
labour. They were thus able to establish a self–sufficient economy at each of their
houses. These independent monastic farms supplied their mother-house with
agricultural products which were mainly processed on the home grange.
The period between 1111 and 1119 saw the formation of the first granges at

Citeaux in France. The Exordium Parvum penned by St Stephen Harding, third

1

1 Finbarr Donovan (ed.), The Cistercian Abbeys of Co. Tipperary by Colmcille O Conbhuidhe
OCSO (Dublin, 1999), p. 90.  2 T.A.M. Bishop, ‘Monastic granges in Yorkshire’, English
Historical Review, 51 (1936), 193–214, see p. 205. An agreement (1164) between the orders of
Citeaux and Sempringham allowed the canons to establish grangiae for the storing of tithes
and the produce of the land belonging to the churches.  
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Fig. 3.1 The grange was the economic unit designed to provide a food surplus for the use and
enjoyment of the monastic order. It derives from the French ‘grange’ = a barn, and was
applied generally to monastic farms. The location of granges can often only be identified now
by placename evidence such as ‘Newgrange’ or a placename incorporating a corruption of
term: grange, graunge, granshy, granchy, gransha or granny. All indicate the location of these
medieval monastic farms. Overall, they show a south-eastern bias, favouring the richer, freely
drained soils which were ideal for cultivation. This settlement bias was to continue throughout
the Anglo-Norman period.
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abbot of Citeaux (1109–34) allowed Cistercian monks to ‘accept land, vineyards,
meadows, forests and streams where they could build mills and house horses
and other types of animals, all solely for their own use in isolated places, away
from human habitation.’3 It also outlined how granges were to be organised and
manned by lay brethren. In the south of France, the Cistercians created
consolidated grange farms through careful purchase and rationalisation of
fragmented holdings.4 These were directly cultivated using conversi many of
whom were the former tenants of these lands.5 The Cistercians enjoyed market
privileges and exemptions from tithes on the produce of their lands granted in
1132 by Innocent II to Citeaux. As a result, Cistercian agriculture was more
profitable than that which preceded it. Their granges varied in size and by the
mid thirteenth century incorporated, on average, thirty farms. In Gascony, for
example, a grange contained 172–275ha and a wealthy abbey such as Bonnefort
in southern France, had seven granges.6 In the central English plain of
Yorkshire Cistercian monks revived agriculture and the home farms of their
immediate precincts exhibited advanced methods of arable cultivation. Their
monastic granges of the thirteenth century were unlike any contemporary form
of arable holding. While the normal lay farm holding was widely distributed in
strips in open fields, the territory of a grange was often wholly consolidated.
This ability to consolidate farms distinguished granges from the pre-existing
feudal system.7 The average area of a Cistercian grange in Yorkshire was,
approximately, 121ha to 162ha.
In Wales, the term ‘mynachty’ often denotes a former Cistercian grange.8

Grange size and situation varied enormously, those where arable farming was
practised in low-lying areas, were generally much smaller than upland properties
employed in sheep-rearing, echoing the Irish situation. The Strata Florida
Abbey’s upland granges, Mefenydd and Pennardd Grange, each exceeded
2,000ha.9 A rough classification has been suggested for Welsh granges: those with
a central focus such as Neath’s Gelli-garn farm of 324ha; granges with two focal
centres such as Cwrt-y-Carnau, one with a chapel and the other a mill; and
diffuse granges including Gelliniog of Aberconwy where each grange contained
a chapel, windmill and water-mill indicating specialist functions.10 In medieval
Wales their impact on the agricultural sector was immense: they introduced
large-scale management and expertise, as evidenced by the great flocks of sheep
under the care of the conversi in the late thirteenth century; their use of
enclosures: the development of pedigree dairy herds (the ‘heyfords’ of the

3 J.-F. Leroux-Dhuys and Henri Gaud. Cistercian abbeys: history and architecture (Paris, 1998),
p. 27.  4 C.H. Berman, ‘Medieval agriculture, the southern French countryside, and the early
Cistercians: a study of forty-three monasteries, Transactions of the American Philosophical
Society, 76, 5 (1986), i–xiv, 1–179, see p. 49. 5 Ibid., p. 54. 6 Ibid., p. 64. 7 Bishop,
‘Monastic granges in Yorkshire’, pp 193–214.  8 D.H. Williams, The Welsh Cistercians
(Leominster, Herefordshire, 2001), p. 192.  9 Ibid., p. 193.  
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Cistercian nuns of Llanllyr); and the practice of manuring as developed on
Tintern’s Merthyr Gerain grange.11

Lay brothers
The Rule of St Benedict demanded that each abbey be self-sufficient and
because the order depended on its own labour, it created the institution of the
lay brother or conversi for the provision of agricultural labour. The early Order
did not have serfs or tenants and the lay brothers provided a solution to
problematic labour shortages. Stephen Harding introduced the institution of
the lay brothers within the Cistercian community to ‘help them observe fully,
day and night, the precepts of the Rule’.12 According to the Instituta, work at
granges was to be done by lay brothers and by hired hands’.13 The choir monks
were allowed to help with harvesting of the crops at the granges provided they
returned to the abbey at night.14
The Usus Conversorum which laid down the rules for the daily life of the lay

brothers was composed by Stephen Harding in the early 1120s and regularly
amended by the General Chapters.15 These twelfth-century instructions dealt
equally with the temporal and spiritual life of the conversi. Brothers coming for
conversion were received in the Chapter House and had a year of religious
training under a lay brother novice master. At the end of a year they were
‘professed’ in the Chapter house. Conversi had to remain illiterate and were
forbidden to recite anything except the Pater Noster, the Credo Deum and the
Miserere Mei, Deuswhich they were to learn by heart, as literacy was associated
with the better educated clerical monks.16
Lay brothers were involved in all trades and crafts needed for the efficient

running of a grange including sheep-herders which were only attached to
granges.17 They worked everyday except Sunday with the exception of
Christmas and an estimated twenty-six feast days.18 Their work changed with
the natural rhythms of the seasons. For instance, from 13 September until Holy
Thursday they could be preparing the farm produce for storage.19 The brother
herdsmen from the Feast of St Martin (11 November) to the Purification (2
February) spent the the night husking and shelling farm produce.20 All through
the year the brother herdsmen harnessed the oxen for the day’s field-work,
eating where they worked. When the oxen were put to pasture, each of the
herdsmen took his turn, individually or in pairs to look after the oxen in the
pasture by night.21 The sheep-herders left the grange with bread which could
be supplemented with woodland fruits and would return to the grange for

10 Ibid., pp 199, 204.  11D.H. Williams, Atlas of Cistercian lands in Wales (Cardiff, 1990), p.
16. 12 Leroux-Dhuys and Gaud, Cistercian abbeys, p. 27. 13 Exordium Parvum 15, see
Chrysogonus Waddell (ed.), Cistercian Lay Brothers: twelfth century usages with related texts
(Citeaux, 2000), p. 460.  14 Ibid,, p. 90. 15 Ibid., p. 21.  16 Ibid., p. 182. 17 Ibid., p. 206.
18 Ibid., p. 172.  19 Ibid., p. 169.  20 Ibid., p. 204.  21 Ibid., p. 206.  22 Ibid., p. 206.  
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supper.22 Lay brothers could also be sent on journeys to other monasteries or
granges, travelling by horse.23 
Generally speaking, they ate the same food as the monks.24 Those at the

granges did not fast except on feast days and each had a pound of bread, daily.25
They entered the oratory at the granges after the meal to the accompaniment of
the Miserere.26 Brothers who came from the granges on the occasion of some
solemnity fasted at the same time as the monks. If they wished to return to their
granges on the feast day, they breakfasted then departed. Likewise, if it was a
Sunday, they were permitted to eat in the grange next to the abbey.27
The establishment of granges and the position of lay brothers made the

Cistercian Abbeys prosperous and independent. This paper will discuss two
aspects of this medieval farming system in Ireland; grange organisation within
the monastic estate and grange morphology. The only major source that deals
with the Irish Cistercian granges during the thirteenth century are Stephen of
Lexington’s letters from Ireland, 1228–29.28 These letters provide some insight
into the management and economy of the Irish grange, the role of the lay
brethren and the range of buildings on a grange farm. This study is, therefore,
heavily reliant on the sixteenth century dissolution extentswhich is an essential
source for identifying the monastic estates associated with the individual
abbeys.29 Unfortunately, this source does not provide complete nationwide
coverage and there is a distinct bias towards the Cistercian houses in Leinster.
This paper highlights the serious inaccuracies contained in the quantification of
‘acreage’ of landed possessions in the extents and the generalised nature of its
data on land use. However, it is invaluable in recording placenames which can,
with effort, be identified today. In addition, the Irish Fiants of the Tudor
sovereigns, particularly under the records of Elizabeth I, includes many
possessions of Cistercian abbeys that that were not listed in the extents.30

Grange organisation
The Cistercians in Ireland adopted the grange system of farming from the outset
as evidenced by the foundation charters for a number of early Cistercian abbeys,
such as Maigue, Co. Limerick, which list placenames with a grange element.31
Many of the abbeys founded in the mid twelfth century rapidly set up multiple
granges and continued to enlarge and consolidate their existing granges down to
the middle of the thirteenth century. In addition, a number of original abbey

23 For details of their clothing and sleeping arrangements see ibid., pp 189, 193,  204.  24
Ibid., p. 188. 25 Ibid., p. 190. 26 Ibid., p. 183.  27 Ibid., p. 202.  28 B.W. O’Dwyer (ed.)
Stephen of Lexington: letters from Ireland 1228–1229 (Kalamazoo, MI, 1982).  29N.B. White
(ed. and trans.), Extents of Irish monastic possessions 1540–1541 (Dublin, 1943). 30 Public
Record Office, The Irish fiants of the Tudor sovereigns during the reigns of Henry VIII, Edward
VI, Philip & Mary, and Elizabeth I: with a new introduction by Kenneth Nicholls and preface by
Tomás G. Ó Canann (Dublin, 1994).  31 Breda Lynch, A monastic landscape: the Cistercians in
medieval Ireland, (Kilkenny, 2010), p. 11.  
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foundations were reduced to grange status during the thirteenth century. These
include the monastery of Killenny, Co. Kilkenny, whose lands are among those
of Duiske Abbey and Glanwadyn, Co. Waterford which was made subject to
Dunbrody, Co. Wexford.32 These were managed by grangemasters, in 1297 John
le Webbe was keeper of the grange in Tinoran, Co. Wicklow which was attached
to Baltinglass abbey.33 There was a hierarchy of granges ranging from sheep runs
to larger farms with precinct walls, barns and mills. The sizes of granges also
varied greatly, dictated by the nature of the land surface and soil, as well as the
amount of land available. Some abbeys such as Baltinglass. Co. Wicklow and
Boyle, Co. Roscommon had both upland and lowland granges. Compact granges
frequently grew out of relatively small holdings. Lands were consolidated by the
abbey which was concerned with buying or exchanging other lands to make their
holdings more efficient. This was more difficult for abbeys on small holdings.
For instance, Bello Becco (Beaubec) in Meath had little room for expansion of
its small monastic estate given that the lands in the immediate area were held by
the Augustinian Canons of Llanthony and Furness abbey.34
Low-lying Cistercian abbeys in Ireland tend to have more compact groupings

of granges as they are located in fertile river valleys associated with arable
cultivation. Whereas the larger monastic estates had more widely dispersed
granges encompassing different land types. Nevertheless, most abbeys
endeavoured to consolidate their land holdings within the detached portions of
the estates. This can be illustrated with the following four case studies of small
(Bective, Kilbeggan), medium (Boyle) and large (Baltinglass) Cistercian estates
from different parts of the country.

Bective abbey, Co. Meath (Beatitudo dei = the blessing of God), had a compact
estate of excellent agricultural land that surrounded the abbey (fig. 3.2), with the
exception of the detached grange at Monktown, near Trim, Co. Meath, c.6km
south-east of the town and Ranaghan, Co Westmeath. Bective was founded in
1147 with an endowment from Murchad Ua Máel Sechnaill, who ruled over the
kingdom of Mide from 1106 to 1153. It was the first daughter house of
Mellifont, established only five years after the original foundation.35 The extents
made at Bective on 5 October 1540 are the most detailed accounts of their
monastic estate available.36 At the time of the dissolution the estate contained an
estimated total of 1,523ha (Fig. 3.2, Table 3.1). The extents provide a total figure

6 Geraldine Stout

32 O’Dwyer (ed.) Stephen of Lexington: letters, pp 48, 56.  33Walter FitzGerald, ‘Baltinglass
Abbey, its possessions, and their post-reformation proprietors’, Kildare Archaeological Journal,
5 (1906–08), 379–414, see p. 386.  34 Joe Hillaby, ‘Colonisation, crisis-management and debt:
Walter de Lacy and the Lordship of Meath, 1189–1241, Riocht na Midhe, 8, 4 (1992–3), pp 1–
50, see p. ??–?. 35 H.G. Leask, ‘Bective abbey, Co. Meath’, Journal of the Royal Society of
Antiquaries of Ireland, 96 (1917), pp 46–57.  36 White (ed. and trans.), Extents of Irish
monastic possessions, pp 267–70..
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of 1,391 Irish ‘acres’ (1,913 acres) which underestimate the true size of the
holding by 50%. Individual granges varied in size from 62ha to 259ha. There
were eight granges reflected in the present townlands in the immediate vicinity
of the abbey, and the two aforementioned detached townlands. The sixteenth-
century extents suggest that arable farming was mainly practised by tenants of
the monastic estate with a small percentage of land kept for pasture and meadow.
However, evidence from the recent excavations at Bective Abbey precinct has
revealed a complex picture of mixed farming in the High Medieval period.37
The current Bective Abbey Project is concerned with the relationship

between the abbey and its granges.38 Geo-physical and topographical surveys
within the precinct of Bective but outside the abbey buildings, have recorded a
significant number of anomalies and earthworks thought to represent structural
remains and enclosures of medieval date.39 The excavation uncovered post-pads
and a section of mortared wall of a thirteenth century barn. This building had
external drains and was enclosed by a medieval ditch.40 Inside this barn was a
corn-drying kiln.41 The Bective kiln is of ‘keyhole’ type which is the most
common type of cereal-drying kiln found in Ireland.42 It was constructed in the
middle of the thirteenth century.43

The Cistercian grange 7

37 Fiona Beglane, ‘Appendix 1: Report on faunal material from Bective Abbey, Co. Meath’ in
Geraldine Stout and Matthew Stout, Excavations at Bective Abbey, Co. Meath (Dublin,
forthcoming).  38Geraldine Stout, ‘The Bective Abbey project’, Group for the Study of Irish
Historic Settlement Newsletter, 13 (2010–11), pp 5–11; The Bective Abbey Project blog can be
found at http://bective.wordpress.com/.  39 Ibid.  40 Ibid.  41 Ibid.  42 M.A. Monk
and Ellen Kelleher, ‘An assessment of the archaeological evidence for Irish corn-drying kilns
in the light of the results of archaeological experiments and archaeobotanical studies’ in
Journal of Irish Archaeology, 14 (2005), 77–114.  43 The closest parallels, for the Bective kiln
is that from Kilferagh, Co. Kilkenny which was dated by pottery to the thirteenth/fourteenth

Table 3.1 – Lands of Bective Abbey, 1540

Townland Size Ha 
Name name (OS) County (‘acres’) (OS) Structures
Balygill Balgill Meath 145 100
Balybreyth Balbrigh Meath 140 148
Balbradok Balbradagh Meath 135 159
Dyellogh Dunlough Meath 95 162
Cloncillen Cloncullen Meath 117 162
Balston Balsoon Meath 15 85 Church
Scryboke Yellow Walls Meath 62
Monketon Monktown Meath 60 99
Bectiff (Grange of) Grange Meath 195 335
Bectyff Bective Meath 280 211 Abbey, watermill
Renaghan Ranaghan Westmeath 360 259
Total 1,181 1,523
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The faunal remains from the Bective Abbey excavation represent the largest
faunal assemblage from an Irish monastic site (Table 3.2).44 The most notable
feature is the presence of significant quantities of cattle, sheep and pig bones in
a Cistercian setting in which meat was supposedly not permitted. These have
provided a fascinating insight in the economy of the Bective abbey granges. The
monks practiced animal husbandry. The proportion of cattle was much lower
than in secular Irish medieval sites, the age of slaughter suggests that males were
killed as prime beef, while females were retained for breeding and dairy

8 Geraldine Stout

century, see M.F. Hurley, ‘Kilferagh, Co. Kilkenny; corn-drying kiln and settlement site’ in
R.M. Cleary, M.F. Hurley and E.S. Twohig (eds) Archaeological excavations on the Cork-Dublin
gas pipeline (1981–22) (Cork, 1987), pp 88–100.  44 Beglane, ‘Faunal material from Bective
Abbey, table 2.  

Fig. 3.2 The monastic estate of Bective abbey, Co. Meath.
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production. Proportions of sheep (36%–47%) was higher than for other high-
and late-medieval sites which underlines the association of Cistercians with
sheep rearing. Their age of slaughter of between one and two years suggests an
emphasis on meat and milk rather than wool in the high medieval  (to c.1400)
period but this shifted to slaughter at 3–4 years in the late-medieval period
indicating the anticipated emphasis on wool production. They also practiced
some selective breeding with the occurrence of four-horned sheep, a breed that
has also been identified on a Cistercian grange in Staleen, Co. Meath. Pigs were
the third most numerous animal represented in this assemblage (second in terms
of meat produced) and evidence for pig slaughter in the 17–25/18–30 month
group suggests an organized approach to pig rearing with slaughter optimized
to take place during the second winter of the animal’s life. This maximized the
meat yield whilst minimizing the fodder requirements. Presence of foetal
remains demonstrate that both pigs and sheep were being reared on the home
grange at Bective. 
The environmental analysis carried out at Bective represents the largest

archeo-botanical and charcoal analytical study from a medieval monastic site in
Ireland. Individual plant remains samples coming from the monastic barn,
domestic drain and garden compost provide valuable archaeological and paleo-
ecological information about arable farming.45 Excavations produced one of the
largest assemblages of cultivated peas in a medieval context. They were being
dried for human consumption and as animal feed. The kiln, before it was
abandoned due to a fire, was drying crops of wheat, oats and barley in bulk. The
material dried was clean sifted grain, stored in bulk to cater for the needs of the
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45 Susan Lyons, ‘Appendix 2, Results from archaeobotanical and charcoal analysis, Bective
Abbey, Co. Meath’, in Stout and Stout, Bective Abbey.  

Table 3.2 – Identified mammals, Bective Abbey excavations

High Medieval Late Medieval High Medieval 
Phase 1–2 Phase 3–7 Garden Phase 1–3

Cattle 222 210 142
Sheep/Goat 243 212 219
Pig 176 179 144
Horse 10 15 4
Dog 22 34 15
Cat 23 98 6
Deer 1 0 0
Other 91 616 18
Total Mammals 788 1364 548
Total Large Mammal 715 767 540
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abbey. The sixteenth century extents provide only a glimpse into the elaborate
farming system practiced by the monks and lay brothers at Bective.

Kilbeggan Abbey, Co. Westmeath (Benedictio Dei = blessing of God), was
colonised from Mellifont abbey in 1150 with the support of the Mac Coghlans.46
It was strategically located on a direct route from Dublin to the west of Ireland.
There is a tradition that the mitred abbot of Melifont could ride on lands
belonging to his house from the sea near Drogheda to the Shannon.47 The
Kilbeggan Abbey estate was a relatively compact one. It comprised lands in
twenty-six townlands with the bulk of the estate concentrated around the abbey
and its precincts at Kilbeggan on the banks of the river Brosna and detached

46Aubrey Gwynn and R.N. Hadcock, Medieval religious houses of Ireland (Dublin, 1970), p.
137  47 James Woods, Annals of Westmeath: ancient and modern and the Whig Federation: a
melodrama in two acts (1907, reprint Ballymore, Co. Westmeath, 1977), p. 217.  

Table 3.3 – Lands of Kilbeggan Abbey, Westmeath c.1540

Size Ha 
Name Townland name (OS) (‘acres’) (OS) Structures
Aghanamonaghe Aghanamanagh 20 24
Aghoclone Aghmore? 22 13
Balhebane Ballyoban 66 32
Ballendere Ballinderry Big 65 193
Ballendere Ballinderry Little 65 93
Ballenluge (Gr. of) Ballymachugh 30 142
Ballyfowdere Ballybroder 28 98
Ballyguygen Guigginstown 30 95
Ballynscarwane Ballyscarvan 30 102 Water course
Ballytarsne Baltrasna 30 59
Ballyvoyr Ballinwire 20 106
Ballywiconryshe Ballymacmorris 55 196
Clonegine Clonaglin 17 121
Homowe Ballynahown 12 293
Infurine 14
Kilbeggan Kilbeggan North/ South 90 109 Abbey, weir, mill-race
Kilbeggan (Gr. of) Grangegibbon 67 57
Kyllollorine Kilgaroan 21 150
Kylmony Killomenaghan 10 25 Weir
Kyltobber (G. of) Kiltober/Grange 25 120
Moldrom Meeldrum 11 53
Owyowe Ories 4 153
Skyanoghe Skeaghanagh 70 97
Twyr Toroue 20 64
Total 822 2,397
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portions further west in ‘Dillon’s country’ within the barony of Kilkenny West
and in ‘Dalton’s country’ in the barony of Rathconrath (fig. 3.3, Table 3.3).
When the abbey was dissolved in 1539 it had an estate of 2,397ha. The recorded
822 Irish ‘acres’ underestimated the size of the estate by 77%. It incorporated a
variety of terrain classified in 1540 as mainly arable with some pasture and moor
and a little woodland.48 The granges, if places mentioned in the extents can be
regarded as such, varied in size from 13ha to 293ha. The lands specifically
referred to as granges were; the home grange of Kilbeggan; the grange of
Ballenluge in Ballymachugh townland and the grange of Kyltobber. In 1618 when
Sir Oliver Lambert was granted the site of the Cistercian monastery it had three
gardens, one orchard containing four ‘acres’, a pigeon house, a water-mill and a
fulling mill on the river Brosna, and two eel weirs. The granges specifically
mentioned in 1618 are those of Kilbeggan and Ballybegg 49. Beside the townland
of Ballybeg today there is a townland called Grange. 
Archaeological investigations have uncovered evidence for intense

agricultural activity at the site of the home grange of Kilbeggan with evidence
for ridge and furrow cultivation and a corn-drying kiln. A geophysical survey
revealed the complete footprint of the now vanished Cistercian abbey and
associated buildings relating to the abbey of Kilbeggan below ground level just
west of the old graveyard (fig. 3.4).50 The survey also showed that old cultivated
fields and other features such as a roadway, miscellaneous pits and possible
ditches survive south and east of the its graveyard The cultivated fields avoid
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48 Gwynn and Hadcock, Medieval religious houses, p. 137, Woods, Annals of Westmeath, pp
236–38.  49 Ibid., pp 237–38.  50 Carried out early in 2003 by Geo Arc Ltd, see Alan
Hayden, ‘Site 1, Kilbeggan’, in Isabel Bennett (ed.), Excavations 2003: summary accounts of
archaeological excavations in Ireland (Dublin, 2006), pp 522–23.  

Fig. 3.3 The monastic estate of Kilbeggan abbey, Co. Meath
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the area of the abbey and were therefore thought to be contemporary with it.
Follow-up excavations revealed a grain-drying kiln of keyhole form like the
Bective example, and also containing carbonised grain.51 Further geophysical
survey to the west of the graveyard in a flat field of pasture near the river Brosna
revealed a field system and the western edge of a possible sub-rectangular
enclosure boundary likely to be part of the Cistercian abbey, as well as features
interpreted as a cattle pen and yard.52 The Cistercians also undertook field
drainage. Test excavations showed that the field on the bank of the river Brosna
was prone to flooding and there was a suggestion that ditches here were
constructed to drain the field.

12 Geraldine Stout

51 Ibid.  52 Earthsound Geophysics, ‘Site adjacent to Old Relic Road, Kilbeggan, Co.
Westmeath: archaeological geophysical survey report (04R127)’ (Unpublished report, 2004).  

Fig. 3.4 Geo-physical survey and subsequent excavations revealed a medieval farmed
landscape surrounding Kilbeggan Abbey, Co. Westmeath.
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Boyle Abbey, Co. Roscommon known as St Maria Virginis, Buellium, Ath-da-
Laarc, Mainstir-na-Buill), was founded by monks from Mellifont in 1161.53 This
monastic estate provides conclusive evidence that the grange system was also
adopted in the west of Ireland. Initial efforts were made by the monks of
Mellifont to found a daughter house on the west side of Ballysodare Bay in Co.
Sligo but the foundation moved their base to Boyle where it was established on
lands belonging to the McDermots of Moylurg. This dynasty played an active
role in defending Connacht against the Anglo-Normans in the twelfth and
thirteen centuries. In Connacht, the McDermots were second only to the
O’Conors in importance, and were the principal patrons of Boyle abbey. The
estate mainly included the present town of Boyle and lands extending to the south
and west. But holdings were scattered throughout counties Roscommon, south of
Lough Gara, in Sligo as far as the Leitrim border and even into Galway (fig. 3.5,
Table 3.4).54This is rich agricultural land, the limestone pasturages on the plains
of Boyle being among the best in Ireland. Today the land is devoted to grazing
with cattle dominating, especially in north Co. Roscommon. The abbey lands
were served by a water system of navigable rivers, and the north Sligo coastline.
The river Boyle, a tributary of the Shannon, flows out of Lough Gara and
through Lough Key. Long distance shipping moving up and down the country
possibly utilised these monasteries, their shoreline hospitals and markets.55
The dissolution of the religious houses in Ireland under Henry VIII did not

de facto extend beyond the Pale, the territories of the Earl of Ormond and certain
other territories in south Munster.56 In Gaelic areas the suppression of
monasteries usually happened some decades later than in the east of Ireland as
the Crown did not have the authority to put its policy into effect, especially when
a monastery was protected by a powerful local family. The dissolution extent of
monastic possessions for Boyle abbey in 1569 gives a detailed breakdown for only
a portion of the estate, with 1,956 Irish ‘acres’ and 15.5 ‘quarters’ listed. This
sixteenth-century estimate represents a serious misrepresentation of the size of
their estate which exceeded 5,336ha. Land described as ‘arable’ comprised about
one-third of the estate and the remaining holdings were described under a mixed
heading of mountain, pasture, underwood, moor and bog. Here, in contrast to
the other three estates examined in this paper, the emphasis, according to the
extents, was on pastoral farming rather than on tillage. The granges on the Boyle
Abbey estate range in size from that at Tulsk with 14ha to that on Grange
O’[of]Fallon with 836ha. 

53 Gwynn and Hadcock, Medieval religious houses, p. 128.  54 Dermot McDermot, Mac
Dermot of Moylurg: the story of a Connacht family (Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim, 1996), p. 230.
55 Linda Doran, ‘Medieval communication routes through Longford and Roscommon and
their associated settlements, Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, 104C, 3 (2004), 57–80, see
p. 63.  56 Brendan Bradshaw, The dissolution of the religious orders in Ireland under Henry VIII
(Cambridge, 1974).  
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57 Gwynn and Hadcock, Medieval Religious houses, p. 128.

This daughter house of Mellifont was originally established at Bunfinna, Co.
Sligo in 1158 AD, in the present-day townland of Ballinlig, Co. Sligo.57 This site
appears to have been downgraded to grange status when its community moved

Table 3.4 – Lands of Boyle Abbey in Galway and Roscommon

Townland Size Ha 
Name Date name (OS) County (‘acres’) (OS) Structures
Maghermoney 1569 Monivea Galway 160 374 Chapel
(Gr. of) Demesne

Aghnagrange 1606 Aghnagrange Roscommon 1¼ 40
Ardkeran 1606 Ardcorcoran Roscommon 1¼ 22
Ardmore 1606 Ardmore Roscommon 1¼ 106
Ardsillagh 1606 Ardsallagh Roscommon 150 78
Boyle Town 1569 Knocknashee Roscommon 360 47 Abbey
Carreronenalta 1569 Carrownanalt Roscommon 87
Cornebole 1569 Curraghnaboley Roscommon 70 29
Coulhurey grange 1577 Ballytrasna Roscommon 1¼ 102
Creavollan 1585 Reevolan Roscommon 1¼ 70
Derrymaguirk 1606 Derrymaquirk Roscommon 1¼ 114
Fallon (Gr. of)/ 1569/ Grange/ Roscommon 80 836 Castle
Folan (Gr. O) 1577 Milltown

Fynisklyne 1577 Finisclin Roscommon Rectory
Grange 1569 Grange Roscommon 639
Grange 1569 Grangemore Roscommon 206
Grange-Beagh 1606 Grangebeg Roscommon 1¼ 221
Grange-Mulconry 1569 Grange Roscommon 190 100 Mill
Graunge 1577 Carrownageeragh Roscommon 1¼ 121
Graunge Mownwy 1569 Mocmoyne Roscommon 180 82
Killummod 1604 Killumod Roscommon 141 Church
Knock doe 1606 Knockadoo Roscommon 1¼ 43
Mannaghe

Knockabroe 1606 Knockvaroe Roscommon 1¼ 94
Knocknecloygh 1606 Knocknacloy Roscommon 1¼ 36
Lecarrow 1606 Lecarrow Roscommon 1¼ 54
Lisogevoge 1606 Lismageevoge Roscommon half ¼ 44
Loughurt alias 1606 Longford Hill Roscommon 109
Longfort

Moynterolys 1569 Grange Roscommon 210 110
(Gr. of)

Tinacarra 1606 Tinacarra Roscommon 1¼ 55
Tullaghboy 1606 Tullyboy Roscommon 1¼ 67
Tullestermy 1570 Esternow Roscommon 79 87
Tulskirrie (Gr. of) 1578 Grange Roscommon 70 41

c.1840 Coolnagranshy Roscommon 1¼ 28 Nunnery
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to Boyle. The abbey was endowed with lands in this part of the north Sligo coast
and inland around Ballymote by the O’Connors, Dowds and McDonnaghs.58
Most of these lands can be identified today and some remains of their
settlements are still extant.
By the sixteenth century these granges had developed into nucleated

settlements sometimes associated with a castle and lands of mostly pasture and
moor, with arable and underwood. The Grange Mannaughe and Templene-
mannaughe lie to the south of Ballymote (Fig. 3.5, Table 3.4).59 The Grange of
Corran was probably located in the parish of Emlaghfad, south of Ballymote,
where that name survived into the 1890s.60 Mentioned in 1569, the Great Grange
and the small Grange in Tirheraghe in O’Dowds country lies in the barony of
Tireraghin the parish of Templeboy not far from Aughris Head.61 According to
O’Rorke there was a small stone castle and a church attached to Grange Beg.62
O’Donovan states that an old map of 1609 in the State Paper office shows a castle
or large dwelling house and a small village which existed at Grange Beg.63 This
has not been located by modern fieldworkers.
In 1569 there was a castle in the Grange of Cowlhenrie, in O’Connor Sligaghe’s

country. This is called the Grange of Coulhurey in 157764 and of Cowleycre or
Cowlirrie in 1584.65 The site of the castle has been located in Primerose grange
townland where there is evidence for a possible gatehouse attached to the grange

The Cistercian grange 15

58 Fiants, Elizabeth I, no. 1455 (1250).  59 OS Sligo 1:10560 sheets 33–34, 39.  60Terence
O’Rorke, The history of Sligo: town and county, 2 (Dublin, 1890), p. 424; OS Sligo 1:10,560
sheets 33, 39).  61 O’Rorke, History of Sligo, p. 424; RMP no. SL012-103--.  62 O’Rorke,
History of Sligo, p. 404; RMP no. SL012:103--.  63 O’Rorke, History of Sligo, p. 404.  64
Fiants, Elizabeth I, no. 3160 (2629). 65 RMP No. SL014-160--.  

Table 3.4 (continued) – Lands of Boyle Abbey in Sligo

Townland Size Ha 
Name Date name (OS) (‘acres’) (OS) Structures
Altferannan 1611 Alternan Park 14
Cowlhenrie (Gr. of) 1569 Grange East/North/ 37 279 Castle

West, Primrosegrange
Gr. in O’Connnor 1569 Grange 223 Castle
Sligaghe’s country

Graungenemangh 1569 Grangiaroe 33
Graungenemangh 1569 Graniamore 150 34
Graunngenemanagh 1569 Drumnagranshy 155
Templenemanagh 1569 Templevanny 72 Church
Tireherage (Great gr. of) 1569 Grangemore 150 148
Tireherage (Small gr. of) 1569 Grangebeg 60 197
Total 1,956 5,336

15.5 ¼s
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enclosure.66 Coolera at the foot of Knocknarea in Co. Sligo is a district bounded
on the north-east and east by the river Sligo and Lough Gill, and on the west and
south-west by the river and strand of Ballysadare. This is the Graung of Sleight
Brian in the Chancery Inquisition of James I, taken at Sligo on 8 April 1606.67

66 RMP no. SL 014-160--.  67 O’Rorke, History of Sligo, p. 424.

Fig. 3.5 The monastic estate of Boyle abbey, Co. Roscommon.
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This corresponds with the granges consisting of four quarters of land belonging
to the Cistercian abbey of Boyle in the Composition of Connaught, drawn up by
Sir John Perrot in 1585. It is stated that among the lands of Brian O’Connor of
Knocknarea were the four quarters of Grange, belonging to the Queen’s majesty,
as part of the possessions of the lately dissolved Cistercians of Boyle Abbey.68
These lands comprised 279ha and were referred to in an Inquisition 1616 at
which it was stated that Sir John King, was seised as of fee in the right of the
recently dissolved monastery of Boyle, including Grange-na-Managh, alias
Grangagh Sliocht Brian. Whilst Boyle may have retained some beneficial
interest in their Coolera endowments as late as the sixteenth century, they no
longer occupied them. 
The Grange in O’Connor Sligaghe’s country in the townland of Grange (in

north Sligo was in the possession of the Hugh O Harte who by 1577 had built a
new castle there.69 A Chancery Inquisition of James I 1606 found that Tomultagh
Mc Dermot, late abbot was seized of another grangiawith appurtenances called
the grange of Sleight Teigh O’Hart.70 There is a deserted settlement that may be
the site of the grange in the village of Grange, in north Sligo. There are low
earthworks on a south-facing slope with field banks, enclosures and hut sites
suggesting a medieval settlement.71 O’Donovan in 1836 refers to a castle in ruins
called Caislean Na Grainisigh whose occupants claimed Grange as their
hereditary right and were called Muintir Airt Biridhe na Grainsigh.72 The castle
is located behind St. Molaise ‘church, overlooking the road in Grange village,
17km north of Sligo town.73
The most consolidated portion of the monastic estate is around Boyle

Abbey itself where the granges included Grange Beg, Grangemore and
Aghnagrange (fig. 3.4, Table 3.5). The remainder are dispersed in relatively
small grange groupings across Cos Roscommon, Sligo and Galway. South of
Boyle lies the grange at Tulsk located on the Slighe Asail, one of Ireland’s chief
highways. The grange of Tulskirrie was the subject of a lease of 156974 and in a
later grant of 1578.75 The Discovery Programme have identified several
generations of relict field boundaries at the outer limits of the present day
village of Tulsk, most notably to the south of the Dominican friary.76
Excavations also revealed a plough pebble associated with a type of plough
used by the Cistercians in the thirteenth century, c.10m from the remnants of
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68 J.C. McTernan, At the foot of Knocknarea: a chronicle of Coolera in bygone days (Sligo, 1990),
p. 23.  69 RMP no. SL005-035--.  70O’Rorke, History of Sligo, p. 424.  71 Ibid.; RMP no.
SL005-033--.  72 O’Rorke, History of Sligo, p. 424. 73 Ibid., pp 52, 424.  74 ‘To Patrick
Cusack of Gerrardstown in the county of Meath’, Fiants, Elizabeth I, 1455 (1250).  75 ‘To
the provost, burgesses and commonalty of Athenry in Connaught the tithes of the grange of
Tulskirrie’, Fiants, Elizabeth I, 3419 (2765).  76Niall Brady, Anthony Corns, Rory McNeary,
Brian, Shanahan, and Robert Shaw, ‘A survey of the priory and graveyard at Tulsk, Co.
Roscommon’ in Discovery Programme, North Roscommon in the Later Medieval period: an
introduction, Discovery Programme Reports 7 (Dublin, 2005), pp 40–58, see p. 44.  
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77 Niall Brady and Paul Gibson, ‘The earthwork at Tulsk, Co. Roscommon: topographical
and geophysical survey and preliminary excavation’, in Discovery Programme, North
Roscommon, pp 65–75, see p. 74.  78 OS Roscommon 1:10560 sheets 44/45. There is a bog
in the eastern corner of this townland referred to as Red Bog  79 RMP No. RN047:058--.
80 OS Roscommon 1:10560 sheet 11.  81 OS Roscommon 1:10560 sheet 23.  82 NLI MS
2793, no. 17, N.3947;RMP No. RO023-119--.  83 RMP no. GW007-005--.  

a series of cultivation ridges.77 The fifteenth-century development of the castle
and Dominican friary post-date earlier Cistercian land-ownership and testify
to the pre-Dissolution decline of Boyle Abbey.
The grange known as Grange of O’Fallon was located in south Roscommon.

By the sixteenth century the grange had developed into a nucleated settlement
of cottages around a castle in O’Fallon’s territory. The grange mentioned
probably coincides with Grange townland of 836ha.78 The castle referred to in
the sixteenth century is the keep and bawn at Milltown castle on the south bank
of Ballyglass river a complex site with roadways, house-sites and field systems.79
In north-east Roscommon The Grange of Moynterrollis corresponds with

the townland of Grange near Killummod Church.80 The Grange–Mulconry in
the Maghery is mentioned in an inquisition of 1604. The Maghery was part of
the O’Connor lordship south of Elphin. These lands may have been part of the
abbey estate from at least 1233. They coincide with Grange townland which
borders Grange Lough north of Ballintober.81 There is a settlement cluster at
the southern end of Grange Lough with a quay. The Grange River flows
south-east into Grange Lough. In the eighteenth century this area was part of
the Earl of Mountrath’s Estate and an estate map dated 1770 shows the ‘Mills
of Grange’.82
The Grange of Mowynwywas located in Clanricard country in Galway. It had

developed into a nucleated settlement by the end of the sixteenth century with a
cluster of nine cottages around a chapel that was repaired in 1578. Queen
Elizabeth handed it over to the burgesses of Athenry in 1578. It contained a
mixture of arable, pasture and moor or bog. The size of the holding varies in the
documents but if it is correctly identified as Monivea Demesne in Co. Galway,
it was 374ha in size. There is a late tower house in this townland.83

Baltinglass Abbey Co. Wicklow; The monastic estate associated with
Baltinglass Abbey, Co. Wicklow (De Valle Salutis = Valley of Salvation) is an
example of a large grange with two centres like those identified in Wales. It was
founded in 1148 by the Anglo-Norman monk Gilbert of Louth Park Abbey
(Lincolnshire) on land granted by Diarmait Mac Murchada, king of Leinster.
Baltinglass lies at the other end of the spectrum in terms of the size of its
monastic estate. It shares with the other great abbey estates such as Mellifont and
St Mary’s the fact that its vast landholdings cross present-day county
boundaries, are more widely dispersed and encompassed more varied land types
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Table 3.5 (continued) – Lands of Baltinglass Abbey

Size Ha 
Name Date Townland name (OS) County (‘acres’) (OS) Structures
Balyward alias 1540 Ballybar Upper/ Carlow 7 387
Powerston Lower
Burin (aquam) 1185 River Burin Carlow
Cartuamain/ 1185/ Chapelstown Carlow 12 189
Chapelston 1540
Cluain Melsige/ 1185/ Clonmelsh Carlow 7 155
Clonmolsky 1540
Finabrath 1185 Killenora Carlow 56
Fodhart/ 1185/ Grangeford Carlow 50 Castle
Graungeforth 1540
Great Castle 1540 Castlemore Carlow 34 380
Kechrumther 1185 Garryhundon (near) Carlow
Lugedath
Kelogan/ 1185/ Garryhundon Carlow 2 318
Garebroghan 1540
Lin in Nardain 1185 Grangeford (on Slaney)Carlow Pool
Brenokston 1540 Brannockstown Kildare 55
Dun Chrumthin 1185 Duncrift/Kennycourt Kildare

(east portion)
Durgen 1185 Grangemore, , Kildare

Kennycourt, Moorhill
Duvenachmor 1185 Jago Parish Kildare 1,098 9,145
Graungemagenny 1540 Mageny Lower/Upper Kildare 11 170
Graungerosnalvan 1540 Grangerosnolvan Kildare 50 563 Castle, mill

Upper/Lower
Inis O Breslin 1185/ Gilltown Kildare 320 484 Mill, castle, 
Giltown (Gr. of) 1540 church
Kelmaigistrech 1185 Pollardstown Kildare 430
Kennanus/Downe 1185/ Kennycourt Kildare 126 297
Cryft/Cannycourt 1540
Mochegraunge 1540 Grangemore/ Kildare 174 1,002 Castle

Grangebeg
Rath Hargith/ 1185/ Grangebeg Kildare 80 741
Rathergett 1540
Wamoelan 1185 Grangemellon Kildare 374
Westerton 1540 Newabbey Kildare 82
Magafin/ 1185/ In Ballyadams Parish Laois
Kylmagobok 1540
The Growe 1540 The Grove Laois
Balkingglas (V. of) 1540 Baltinglass East/West Wicklow 25 174 Church, 

castle
Baronston 1540 Baronstown Lower/ Wicklow 5 188

Upper
Comrac da usche 1185 On the Slaneys Wicklow
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Table 3.5 (continued) – Lands of Baltinglass Abbey

Size Ha 
Name Date Townland name (OS) County (‘acres’) (OS) Structures
Coolinarrig 1185 Coolinarrig Lower/ Wicklow 211

Upper
Croidanail/ 1185/ Manger Wicklow 4 89
Mangerterelagh 1540
Crosi Cromin/ 1185/ Ballyhoke, Ballyhoke Wicklow 7 275
Hookeston alias 1540 Hill/Demesne
Ballyhoke
Cula Mucca 1185 Ford north of 
(vadum) Kilranelagh Wicklow Ford
Dun Muked 1185 Rathcoran Hill Wicklow
Graungecon 1540 Grangecon Demesne/ Wicklow 14 521

Upper/Lower/Parks/
Hill/Rocks

Gryffynston 1540 Griffinstown Lower/ Wicklow 2 184
Upper/Hill/Glen

Hyltonston 1540 Holdenstown Upper/ Wicklow 4 184
Lower

Kelchomch/ 1185/ Knockarigg Demesne/ Wicklow 4 122 Castle
Knocwyrk 1540 Hill
Kell Bruidim/ 1185/ Kilmurry Upper Wicklow 6 51
Kylmore (V. of ) 1540
lapidosum (vadum) 1185 Stonyford Wicklow Ford
Molen Godwin/ 1185/ Irongrange Wicklow 3 186
Graungegodlyn 1540
(V. of)
Monketon al. 1540 Woodfield/Boley Wicklow 4 207
Monkenwood
Mylston alias 1540 Tuckmill Hill/Upper/ Wicklow 2 360
Tokemyll Lower
Newhouse 1540 Ballynure Demesne Wicklow 18 119 Watermill, 

chapel
Newton 1540 Newtown Saunders Wicklow 1 144
Rathbranaib/ 1185/ Rathbran Wicklow 14 153
Rathbran and 1540
Bylston
Rayghyn with 1540 Raheen Wicklow 4 142
Brannaghton
Roodetowne 1540 Eadstown Hill, North/ Wicklow 4 323

Middle/South
Tech-in-Noderan/ 1185/ Tinoran Hill/North/ Wicklow 14 204
Tenebran 1540 South

1840 Rampere Wicklow Well
Atha Brindi 1185 Kennel Bridge Bridge

at Gormanstown
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than did the small, compact examples described above. Nevertheless, these large
abbeys endeavoured to consolidate their land holdings for greater efficiency. 
A Charter of King John (1166–1216) in favour of Baltinglass Abbey in 1185

provides a descriptive perambulation of the boundary of the estates.84 Some of
these lands were lost to the abbey during the period of Anglo-Norman conquest
but in the later Middle Ages the abbey expanded its possessions in the
neighbourhood of Baltinglass.85 When the abbey was suppressed in 6 May 1536
the extents estimated it had 1,098 Irish ‘acres’ with several unmeasured holdings,
featuring castles, manors, granges, many messuages, cottages and mills. One
thousand ‘acres’ is a serious underestimate of the Abbey’s holdings as recorded
in a wide range of documents; in fact, lands exceeded 18,717ha. The granges
range in size from 50ha to an entire parish of 9,145ha. Its monastic estate was
made up of seven disparate holdings or grange groupings in Cos Wicklow,
Carlow and Kildare (fig. 3.6, Table 3.5). The Baltinglass Abbey estate was heavily
fortified given the frequent references to castles on their granges. Much of the
land is described as ‘arable’, surprising given the upland location and the
numerous references in the extents to ‘beasts’, ‘milch cows’, ‘pigs’ and ‘sheep’.
Mixed farming was the more likely scenerio on this estate with extensive grazing
on the uplands. For instance, the description of the village of Baltinglass reads:
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84K.W. Nicholls, ‘The Charter of John, Lord of Ireland, in favour of the Cistercian abbey of
Baltinglass’, Peritia, 4 (1985), pp 187–206.  85 Ibid., 188.  

Table 3.5 (continued) – Lands of Baltinglass Abbey

Size Ha 
Name Date Townland name (OS) County (‘acres’) (OS) Structures
Cargyn 1540 5
Carrach na ffanald 1185
Corthi 1185 Memorial
or 

Pillar stone
Crin (vadum) 1185 Ford on the Aghalona R. Ford
Kellesne (vadum 1185 Carney’s ford, Killasna Ford
magnum)
Kelmigdohey 1185
Kylcote 1540
Ladytowne 1540 2
Lyttlegraunge 1540 120 Castle (site)
Newgraunge 1540 3.5
Sleragh 1540 8
Thalon 1540
Vadum Naresse 1185 Ford

2,195 18,717
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4 messuages, the tenants of which occupy between them 1 1/2 ploughs and
1 1/2 carts, paying at Christmas 30.s. ‘meatmonye,’ viz., the value of the
carcase of a fat cow and 24 gallons of beer and 12 cakes for each plough.
For each flock of sheep of 7 or more, 1 sheep (12.d.) 6.s., and similarly for
pigs, 1 summer-pig (12.d.) 4.s. When there are less than 7 owned for each
pig and sheep (1.d.) 2.s.… Each owner of 1 milch cow-will give 1/4 gallon
of butter and he who has two or more cows, 1/2 gallon,…Each will give a
hen at Christmas (1.d.) 12.d.86

The Wicklow estate had two main centres; Baltinglass and Grangecon (fig.
3.6, Table 3.5). The lands immediately associated with Baltinglass Abbey, its
demesne and surrounding lands included the smaller granges at Grange Godlyn
or Irongrange.87 It was enclosed in the east by woodland at Woodfield alias
Monkenwood. The Baltinglass lands have high mountain pastures in the north
and river valley and woodland in the south and east. They straddle either side of
the river Slaney and encompass high mountain slopes on both sides of the river
with Tuckmill Hill in the east and Tinoran in the west. This variety of land types
would have allowed for a mixed farming system to be practised with sheep, cattle
rearing and crops of wheat and oats. Wood from the forest at Woodfield was
harvested. The home grange was contained within the townlands of Baltinglass
east and west where there were five gardens, an orchard and granary. In the
sixteenth century crops of wheat and oats were sown and sheep and cows kept. A
stone enclosure within the abbey demesne provided protection for stock at
night.88 The ‘Flour Mill’ shown on the first edition OS 1:10,560 map on the east
bank of the river Slaney just south-west of the abbey is probably on the site of
the watermill mentioned in the sixteenth century.
There is some evidence for specialisation on the monastic estate. The

placename ‘Tuckmill’ indicates that there was a tucking mill for cloth here,
probably on the same site of the present ‘Corn Mill’ marked on the OS map. It
was erected by the Cistercians and provides evidence for an industrial activity on
grange land.89 There was a grange in Tinoran in 1297 where Philip Culbuly shot
William Ralph with an arrow and Donnel mac’Talwy, monk of Baltinglass,
brother John le Webbe, keeper of the grange of Taghnogheran (Tinoran) aided
him. In 1298 mac’Talwy was charged with receiving felons of the king in the
grange at Waleston and that he rose with felons against the English and had part
of their robberies knowing they were felons.90 Bordering Tinoran is Rampere
where there is a well called St. Bernard’s well indicating a Cistercian link.91

22 Geraldine Stout

86 White, Extents, p. 126.  87 Liam Price, The place-names of Co. Wicklow: the barony of
Talbotstown Upper (Dublin, 1949), pp 132, 137.  88Walter Fitzgerald, ‘Baltinglass abbey, its
possessions and their post reformation proprietor’, Kildare Archaeological Journal, 5 (1906–
08), pp 379-414, see p. 386.  89 Price, Talbotstown Upper, p. 143.  90 Fitzgerald, ‘Baltinglass
abbey’, p. 386.  91 RMP No. WI020-019--.  

FarmSettlement03  21/04/2014  11:25  Page 22



There was a pattern to this well on 20August (Bernard’s feast day) up to the
1890s.92 Rampere chapel is shown on the OS map.93 It lies in Rathbran parish
which is mentioned in the initial twelfth-century grant of land to Baltinglass
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92Geraldine Carville, Baltinglass: abbey of the three rivers, Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow, 1984) , p.
45.  93 As ‘Rampere Chapel (site of)’, Rampere townland, RMP no. WI020-018--.  

Fig. 3.5 The monastic estate of Baltinglass abbey, Co. Wicklow.
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Abbey. According to Price it was originally part of the townland of Raheen which
is mentioned in the sixteenth-century extents and known as the ‘grange of
Walestown’.94 Local tradition maintains that a wall beside a farmyard is the
restored west wall of a chapel and a stone farm building c.250m to the north-
north-east thought to be the remnants of a grange building.95
Further North of Baltinglass the monastic estate lands in Wicklow are centred

around the grange of Grangecon, incorporating nine modern townlands
comprising 521ha.96 Price suggests that this is probably Grainsioch Mheic
Cathais or Ash.97 Much of the land lay in waste after the dissolution. There were
three horsemen listed in the extents for this area, which suggests that intensive
arable farming was being practised in this part of the monastic estate in the
sixteenth century98. The area was protected by castles at both Knockarrig and
Grangecon Demesne99.
There were four separate grange groupings in Co. Kildare. There was a block

of land on the south bank of the river Liffey which was centred on the parish of
Gilltown known as Mochegraunge containing over 1,838ha. The smallest
monastic estate in Kildare was a grange at Grangerosnolvan on the river Greege,
a tributary of the Barrow in the parish of Kilkea. The historical references to the
grange indicate a mixed economy of cattle rearing and tillage which they
processed in their own mill until it was put out of use in 1377.100 There were two
separate granges along the River Barrow at Grangemellon and Maganey. In July
1252 the lands of Melonsgrange (Grangemeelon) were taken into the kings
hands because of transgressions by some of its lay brothers.101
In Co. Carlow the largest holdings of the monastic estate were centred on the

Grange of Grangeford. The lands border the Aghalone River, a tributary of the
River Barrow. Bordering Grangeford is a townland named Moanamanagh
suggesting that it too may have been part of the Baltinglass estate. There is a
castle site at Grangeford Old marked on the OS map with an intriguing name
‘Fardurraghaghagranchy castle (site of)102. Fardurragha is in Irish Fear Dorcha,
‘a dark man’ of the grange. In the 1930s a portion of the castle wall was still
visible. There is little detail given about the tenants on the land or the farming
practised except for the mention of one plough at the time of the dissolution.

Grange morphology
Both documentary and archaeological evidence indicates that the grange farm
was a key feature in the Cistercian farming system throughout Europe. Their
farmsteads were contained within large rectilinear enclosures bounded by
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94 Price, Talbotstown Upper, p. 140.  95 Carville, Baltinglass, p. 44.  96 Price, Talbotstown
Upper, pp 147, 149.  97 Ibid., p. 146.  98White, Extents, p. 129. 99Grangecon Demesne,
RMP no. WI020-007--.  100 Fitzgerald, ‘Baltinglass abbey’, p. 387.  101 H.S. Sweetman,
Calendar of documents relating to Ireland: 1252–1284 (London, 1877), p. 10.  102 RMP
No.CW008-032--.  
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multiple ditches and banks. In large granges there might be an inner and outer
enclosure. The enclosure was breeched by an impressive gated entrance and the
approach to the gate took the form of a causeway or bridge.103 In England the
classic grange plan was the lowland grange featuring great double enclosures,
such as that at Melsonby in Yorkshire. Melsonby is rectangular in plan,
measuring 70m by 40m (enclosing .28ha) and surrounded by a bank and external
ditch which lies within another great rectangular outer enclosure. This double
courtyard plan separated the buildings of the domestic range from the farmyard
and ‘the repetition of the simple double courtyard plan is so regular as to make
it virtually a rule’104 At least five of the Meaux’s granges in Yorkshire had
rectangular moated enclosures.105 The main enclosure at Cwmhir’s Mynachty
Grange in Wales was a banked and ditched enclosure encompassing 11ha, within
which was a smaller enclosure.106 The grange of Neath’s Monknash has a
pentagonal banked enclosure encompassing 8ha.107 At Tintern’s Merthyr Gerain
grange, excavation and survey have located several stone enclosures.108
Earthen grange enclosures are rarer in Ireland. Where earthworks have been

located they are less monumental than the later Anglo-Norman moated sites.
Therefore, many of these sites have been levelled and are identified from aerial
photographs. However, there is one well-preserved example at Ballinlig, Co. Sligo
on the Boyle Abbey monastic estate (fig. 3.8). This monument is the site of an early
Cistercian foundation dating from 1158 which was downgraded to grange status.109
It overlooks a narrow inlet for the river Finn on the West side of Ballysadare Bay
where there are still fish traps visible at low tide. The site is known locally as the
‘abbey field’. It is a large raised rectangular enclosure, measuring 62.50m by 82m
(enclosing .5ha) and defined by remnants of a bank, ditch and outer bank. Within
the interior is a long rectangular building, possibly a barn, defined by a low, grass-
covered bank of earth and stone. The south-west side of the site uses the natural
slope of the ridge. A depression in the scarp along the west side with accompanying
causeway and blocked up break marks the original entrance. Outside of the entrance
a relatively steep slope falls away to the estuary a short distance below. It can be
approximately dated to c.1158–59AD, making it one of the earliest granges in
Ireland. To the rear of Ballinig House is a medieval stone font that may be associated
with this site.110 It is a circular stone font decorated with a scalloped or wavy rim and
on the upper surfaces a series of shallow indentations.111Also found near the site in
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103 D.H. Williams, The Cistercians in the early Middle Ages: written to commemorate the nine
hundredth anniversary of foundation of the order at Cîteaux in 1098: under the patronage of blessed
Vincent Kadlubek, Bishop of Kraków (1208–18), Monk of Jedrzejów (1218–1223) (Leominster,
Herefordshire, 1998), p. 280.  104 Coin Platt, The monastic grange in medieval England: a
reassessment (Fordham, NY, 1969), p. 73. 105 Ibid. 106Williams, The Cistercians in the early
Middle Ages, p. 280.  107 Williams, The Welsh Cistercians, p. 200.  108 Ibid., p. 201. 109
RMP No. Sl019-043001-.  110 Pers comms Jan Prins.; RMP No. SL019-043002-.  111
Diameter 0.50m, height 0.30m, with a central circular depression diameter 0.30m, depth 0.17m.  
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112 Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, ‘Aughris Headland, Co. Sligo’, in F.H.A. Aalen, K. Whelan and M.
Stout (eds), Atlas of the Irish rural landscape (Cork, 2011), pp 352–67, see p. 361, fig. 23.  

a farmyard wall was a small fragment of cut stone, which may be a water stoup from
a church. A millstone is inserted into a boundary wall on the left hand side of the
lane into the farmyard. A map of 1589 shows a mill at this location.112
A topographical survey south-east of the main mound at Knowth, Co. Meath

identified a rectangular platform surrounded by a broad external ditch which is

Fig. 3.7 The grange at Ballinlig, Co. Sligo (based on a survey by Joe Fenwick).
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also thought to be related to Cistercian activities there. This measured c.65m
north/south. A follow up electrical resistance survey revealed linear features that
were interpreted as wall footings along the east side of the site. A magnetometer
survey displayed numerous rectangular features within the interior thought to be
evidence for buildings within the enclosure.113 In Co. Wexford there was a
moated site in the townland of Haggard on the site of the grange of Kilcloggan
since removed but marked on the first edition of the Ordnance Survey.114

113 J.P. Fenwick, ‘Appendix 8, Geophysical survey of Knowth area 11’, in George Eogan with
contributions by Madeline O’Brien, Cathy Johnson and others, Excavations at Knowth 5: the
archaeology of Knowth in the first and second millennia AD (Dublin, 2012), pp 811–31, see p.
823.  114 RMP No. WX050-006--; Billy Colfer, The Hook Peninsula (Cork, 2004), p. 58.

Plate 3.1 The levelled remains of the grange at Grangerosnolvan, Co. Kildare (CUCAP
BGN34).
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In north Sligo, also on the Boyle abbey monastic estate, there is a deserted
settlement at Grange off what is today referred to as ‘Granary Drive’. There are
low earthworks on a south-facing slope with field banks, enclosures and hut sites
on the site.115 Grange was always a place of some importance because it stood on
the thoroughfare between Donegal and Sligo.116 A possible limekiln was
identified as part of the complex in 1986. The main focus of the earthworks is a
trapezoidal enclosure measuring 21m in width and 31m in length that is defined
by an earthen bank and outer ditch.
A number of grange enclosures have been identified as levelled earthworks or

cropmarks on former Cistercian monastic estates. Cropmarks have been detected
at the site of the Baltinglass Abbey grange in Grangerosonolvan Upper in Co.
Kildare (Pl. 3.1).117 The levelled remains are located on the west bank of the river

115 RMP No. SL005-033--.  116 O’Rorke, History of Sligo, pp 52, 424. 117 Cambridge
University Committee for Aerial Photography (CUCAP) 1970–71; CUCAP BGN 33–34,
BDO 46; RMP no. KI037-006--.  

Plate 3.2 The levelled remains of the grange at Monktown, Skreen, Co. Meath (CUCAP
BGD94).
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118 Fitzgerald, ‘Baltinglass abbey’, p. 387.  

Greese, north of Kilkea. They comprise a large rectilinear enclosure fed by a
stream with smaller rectangular enclosures to the east and north-west. There are
traces of a mill race to the west of the enclosures. In 1299 Thomas, a monk at this
grange, was attacked with a hatchet when trying to rescue cattle that were being
robbed from the grange. In 1377 abbot Peter of Baltinglass abbey was awarded
damages because water had been diverted from the grange mill rendering it
useless.118 There are similar features at Monktown, alias Balgeith, near Skreen in
Co. Meath (Pl. 3.2). This was a large block of land (419ha) held by St. Mary’s
abbey, Co. Dublin until the dissolution. Adam de Feypo, in a charter dated

Plate 3.3 The levelled remains of the grange at Monktown, Trim, Co. Meath (CUCAP
BDH55).
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c.1177, granted the grange to the abbey and this was confirmed in 1185, with its
‘pastures, mills and other things’.119 Richard de Feypo in a charter dated c.1192–
93, further confirmed his father’s grant of the grange and conferred a further
plot of land beside the monks grange which they were to use to erect buildings
to store their tithes.120 Aerial photographs show an extensive cropmark complex
with a large rectangular enclosure and a series of field systems which is most
certainly the site of the grange.121 Another series of levelled earthworks,
identified from aerial photography, are at a grange attached to Bective Abbey
located at Monktown, near Trim, Co. Meath (Pl. 3.3).122 The earthworks are
focused around a triangular enclosure backing onto river Boyne The enclosure
is defined by an external ditch and bank and an internal ditch with a maximum
length of c.87m and an entrance causeway in the north.
Some grange enclosures were replaced by a walled bawn such as those at

Monkstown Castlefarm, Co. Dublin, Knowth, Co. Meath and Milltown, Co.
Roscommon. The frequent insecurity of the Irish countryside due to war and
unrest and the valuable commodities kept on Cistercian granges meant that
defensive measures had to be adopted. In some parts of the country the granges
were further fortified with tower houses such as those at Grangecon, Grangeford
and Monksgrange on the Baltinglass Abbey monastic estate in Wickow. The
fortified grange enclosure at Monkstown Castlefarm, Co. Dublin (Fig. 3.9) is
associated with the Cistercian grange of St Mary’s Abbey and was built to protect
their tenants and homefarm.123 A drawing by Beranger dated 1766 shows two
towers placed either end of a courtyard flanked by a multi-chimneyed mansion
on the one side and a show wall on the other.124 Today the impressive remains
comprise a gatehouse and towerhouse connected by a bawn wall and built of
coursed granite. The tower house lies in the south-west corner of the bawn wall
and projects beyond it. It rises to three storeys with a parapet level containing
two upper battlements.125
A grange existed at Knowth, Co. Meath from at least 1157.126 Excavations on

top of the main passage tomb mound revealed a rectangular bawn, measuring 27m

119 Elizabeth Hickey, Skyrne and the early Normans: papers concerning the medieval manor of
the Feypo family in Ireland in the 12th and early 13th centuries (Navan, 1994), pp 86–87.;
ME032-018--.  120 Hickey, Skyrne, p. 90.  121 CUCAP BGD 92, 94; RMP no.
ME032:018---.  122 CUCAP BDH 55; RMP no. ME 036-040--.  123 RMP no. DU023-
014001-. For its post dissolution history see E.E. Ball, History of Co. Dublin, vol. 1 (Dublin,
1902), pp 1–12. 124 Peter Harbison (ed.), Gabriel Beranger’s drawings of the principle antique
buildings of Ireland (Dublin, 1998) pp 60–61.  125Kathleen Turner, If you seek monuments: a
guide to the antiquities of the barony of Rathdown (Dublin, 1983), p. 82.  126 F.J. Byrne,
‘Historical note on Cnogba (Knowth)’, in George Eogan, ‘Excavations at Knowth, Co. Meath,
1962–1965’, Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, 66C, 4 (1968), pp 299–400, see p. 399;
Cathy Swift, ‘Commentary: the Knowth oghams in context’ in F.J. Byrne, William Jenkins,
Gillian Kenny and Catherine Swift, Excavations at Knowth 4: historical Knowth and its
hinterland (Dublin, 2008), pp 120–27; George Eogan and others, Excavations at Knowth 5: the
archaeology of Knowth in the first and second millennia AD (Dublin, 2012), pp 171–85.
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north-west/south-east by 36m enclosing lean-too buildings.127The enclosing wall
was substantial, faced on both sides with sandstone blocks and a rubble core.
Sherds of medieval pottery of Drogheda type and Leinster cooking ware were
recovered from the wall core. The main access was a 6m wide gap in the south-
east. A foundation fill laid in advance of construction overlay a house (House 13)
from which a coin dating to the first half of the twelfth century was recovered.128
The castle and bawn associated with Grange O’Fallon in Co. Roscommon is

located at Milltown.129 This is a complex site with roadways, house-sites and field
systems. The castle is located on a ridge above the south bank of Ballyglass river
which flows through low-lying areas liable to flooding. This castle, now in ruins,
appears to have been a square keep with a ground floor that has two rectangular
vaulted cells. The inner and outer facing of the bawn walls is evident in places to
the south of the tower which features rectangular and square towers.
Grange enclosures were not unique to the Cistercians and were also adopted

by the Augustinians. Their grange at Grangegorman in north Co. Dublin lay
inside an enclosure that was constructed of earth and wood. A sixteenth-
century lease mentions the ditch and fortification of Grangegorman. Entrance
was via the ‘great gate’ indicating that there was at least one other gate, perhaps

127Geraldine Stout, Newgrange and the Bend of the Boyne (Cork, 2002), pp 87–88; Eogan and
others, Excavations at Knowth 5, p. 179. 128 Ibid. 129 RMP no. RN047:058--.  

Fig. 3.9The drawing of the grange at Monkstown Castlefarm, Co. Dublin by Beranger (1766)
is part of monastic estate of St Mary’s Abbey and was built to protect tenants and the
homefarm. It shows two towers placed either end of a courtyard flanked by a multi-chimneyed
mansion on the one side and a show wall on the other, built of coursed granite blocks.
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a small pedestrian entrance.130 Deansgrange in south county Dublin had an
enclosure with a large entrance gate.131 A grant of c.1206–23 mentions the
grange of the Canons at Kill which was demarcated by a fosse.132 Close to Kill
in Hartwell Upper townland this monastic grange has been identified.133 Here
a bawn wall with at least one projecting corner tower and a broad outer fosse
encloses a large rectangular area measuring some 90m by 46m. The interior is
divided in two by two buildings one of these being the remains of Hartwell
castle. The first edition (1841) of the Ordnance Survey six-inch shows the
eastern half of the bawn as an enclosed courtyard and the western half as an
orchard. It is still being used as a farmyard. 
The gatehouse was an important feature of the Cistercian grange. It provided

defence at the most vulnerable part of the enclosure, and charity work took place
at the entrance gate.134 Hospitality was an essential feature of monastic life, and
the Rule required that ‘all guest[s] that come [are to] be received like Christ, for
he will say: ‘I was a stranger and ye took me in.’’ The Rule prescribed that the
porter should be old and wise and that he should be provided with a room at the
gate 135 In Ireland in 1228–9 Stephen of Lexington recommended that an
almsbox be assigned to the gatehouse and that the porter should show himself
more merciful and humane towards the poor. Further, a third part of the habits,
hoods, cowls and shoes were be given to the porter at the latest before the Feast
of Blessed Martin to be turned over for the use of the poor.136 There are
formidable gatehouses associated with the granges attached to St. Mary’s Abbey
in south Co. Dublin at Bullock (fig. 3.10) and Monkstown Castlefarm.137 The
former comprises a central tower containing the main chambers with projecting
east stair tower and west tower. It rises to three storeys with a parapet. There is a
chamber known as ‘Abbots room’ entered off the staircase leading to the wall-
walk. At Monkstown Castlefarm the gate-house is in the north-west corner of
the enclosure. It has a base batter; a round external arch and a pointed internal
arch with wicker centred vault. There is one chamber with a parapet level above
it. This chamber is lit by a single light, cusped, ogee-headed, window in the
south and a plain loop in the west wall.
Primerose grange at the foot of Knocknarea in Co. Sligo was part of the

Boyle Abbey monastic estate. Along the southern edge of the grange enclosure
there is a mortared wall with an external batter which contains a plain loop, a

130Margaret Murphy and Michael Potterton, The Dublin region in the Middle Ages: settlement,
land-use and economy (Dublin, 2010), p. 260.  131 Ibid., p. 260.  132 Ibid., p. 261.  133
Gearóid Conroy, ‘Hartwell castle and bawn: a monastic grange?’ in Conleth Manning, (ed.)
From ringforts to fortified houses: studies on castles and other monuments in honour of David
Sweetman (Bray, Co. Wickow, 2007), pp 186–93, see p. 193.  134 D.H. Williams, The
Cistercians in the Early Middle Ages (Leominster, Herefordshire, 1998), p. 280.  135 James
France, Separate but equal: Cistercian lay brothers 1120–1350 (Collegeville, MN, 2012), pp 104,
109. 136 O’Dwyer (ed.), Stephen of Lexington: letters, p. 165. 137 Bullock RMP No.
DU023-02001-; Monkstown Castlefarm RMP No. DU014-023--.  
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vaulted arched opening in an alcove. This may have been a gate-house.138
Foundations of an impressive gate-house at the entrance to a grange enclosure
were recently uncovered at Staleen in Co. Meath which is on the Mellifont
monastic estate.139 The foundations of a stone built gate were constructed in a
drawbridge pit, oblong in plan and orientated east/west. The west wall had a
rubble foundation. A linear arrangement of boulders set into a narrow ledge
indicated a revetment for the drawbridge. Charcoal from the basal fill of the pit
produced a date between 1150AD and 1270AD. The structure was composed
of two L-shaped walls, aligned parallel to each other and orientated north-
north-east/south-south-west. The intervening passageway measured 3m wide.
The walls were built of undressed limestone blocks, bonded with mortar and
clay. The foundations would have been capable of supporting a substantial
superstructure, suggesting the gate was an imposing structure, possibly arched
and more than one storey in height.140 The full extent of the enclosure was not

138 RMP No. SL 014-160--.  139Mandy Stevens, Excavations.ie, 2008, ‘Meath, 2008:983,
Stalleen, Multi-period site: early medieval settlement and medieval grange’.
http://www.excavations.ie/Pages/Details.php? Year=&County=Meath& id=20071; RMP
No. ME020-067001-.  140 Geraldine Stout, Newgrange and the Bend of the Boyne (Cork,
2002), p. 85; Mandy Stevens, Excavations.ie, 2008, ‘Meath, 2008:983, Stalleen, Multi-period
site: early medieval settlement and medieval grange’. http://www.excavations.ie/Pages/
Details.php?Year=&County=Meath& id=20071  

Fig. 3.10 The gatehouse at Bullock, Co. Dublin.
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revealed. However, to the rear of the gatehouse there was a kiln and lime-slaking
pit, a furnace and a number of hearths. A large quantity of medieval pottery was
recovered along with metal knives, stick-pins, a spindle whorl, bone handles and
a large volume of animal bone.
Within each grange enclosure a nucleus of farm buildings were arranged

around a courtyard. This arrangement has been corroborated in the field at
Knowth, Co. Meath, Monkstown Castlefarm, Co. Dublin and comparative Irish
Augustinian granges. This courtyard plan differed from the circular Early
Medieval farmyard. However, the practice of separate buildings each with its
own function was established in Ireland long before the arrival of the Cistercians.
The ancient Irish law tract, Crith Gabhlach, written c.700 AD specifies that the
equivalent of the ‘strong farmer’ must have seven houses: dwelling house, kiln,
barn, calf-house, sheep-house, pig sty and mill.141
An insight into this Cistercian farmyard arrangement survives in historical

accounts such as the directions on grange buildings sent by Stephen of Lexington
to the Cistercians in Jerpoint Abbey, Co. Kilkenny, in 1228. He advised that out
buildings should be erected along their margins in a defensive layout on account
of thieves and that barns and animal sheds were to be the only buildings.142
Therefore, a primary farmyard activity was caring for animals and fodder storage.
Every grange farmyard would have had at least one building where animals,
particularly cows were housed. Because the care of livestock requires a supply of
fodder, principally hay and corn, this would have been stored near to the cow byre. 
Outside Ireland barns are usually the most solidly built structure on

Cistercian granges and the term ‘grangia’ originally indicated a barn.143 Within
the interior of a grange at Ballinlig in Sligo is a long rectangular building, which
may be a collapsed barn (fig. 3.7). A stone-built grain barn has been identified at
Annamult in Co. Kilkenny, part of Killenny grange attached to Jerpoint Abbey.144
However, the relative scarcity of these buildings in Ireland, suggest that they may
not have been as monumental as the great tithe barns of England. The
documentary evidence suggests that in Ireland the monasteries were using
churches and gatehouses for storage of hay and corn. Many of the Irish granges
had chapels or oratories and historical accounts suggest that these were used to
store hay and corn. For example, in 1228, Stephen of Lexington mentions that
they were storing hay for cattle feed in the abbey church at Owney, Abington, Co
Limerick.145 A later dissolution extent also states that St Mary’s abbey had a
granary over its outer gate.146 In the Annals of Connacht there are references in
1236AD to two churches in Mayo acting as a grain store for seed corn.147

141 John O’Donovan, Eugene O’Curry (eds and trans), Ancient Laws of Ireland, 4 (Dublin,
1879), p. 309.  142 O’Dwyer (ed.), Stephen of Lexington, p. 161.  143 Bishop, ‘Monastic
granges in Yorkshire’, p. 205.  144 ‘Friar’s barn’, KK023-022--.  145O’Dwyer (ed.), Stephen
of Lexington, p. 188.  146White, Extents, p. 1.  147M.A. Freeman (ed. and trans.), Annals
of Connacht A.D. 1224–1544 (Dublin, 1983), p. 63.  
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Irish barns were more likely timber cruck-roofed structures. There are
numerous accounts of timber built barns in Swords and Grangegorman in Co.
Dublin.148 Historical accounts reveal that the granary at the Augustinian grange
at Grangegorman was a large building with a roof supported by nine couples of
oak wood. Recent excavations at Bective Abbey, Co. Meath have identified
masonry post pads of a thirteenth-century cruck-built barn that housed ploughs
and contained a corn-drying kiln.149
The Cistercians did not allow chapels in granges until 1353 when permission

was given for their provision by the General Chapter.150 The celebration of mass
was forbidden in granges up until 1255 when Pope Alexander authorised this for
granges that were far from the abbey or the parish church.151 Despite official
regulations, the custom had long been in existence in Ireland. Stephen of
Lexington, during his visitation of the Irish houses (1228–9), prescribed a
secular chaplain to be specially appointed to celebrate ‘Divine Service’ in the
grange at Killenny, Kilkenny.152 On the granges an oratory was essential; here the
lay brethren could chant their offices, but they had to return to their monastery
for mass on Sundays and Feast days.153
Carved architectural fragments provided the only evidence for a chapel at

Knowth grange. This was well lit because they represent five separate windows.
The presence of a fillet moulded half column suggests a church of thirteenth-
century date indicated by style of dressing and composite mullions, one twin-
light window and one single light.154 There were medieval floor tiles, both relief
and line impressed varieties, from the courtyard area, with ‘Maria’ on the tiles.
‘Maria’ tiles are also known from Mellifont abbey.155 The Ave Mariawas one of
the few prayers that the lay brethren were allowed to learn.156
The grange at Rath Lower, Grange, Co. Louth had a chapel,157 as did the

grange of Walestown on the Baltinglass estate.158 The presence of a font and a
water stoup in the vicinity of the grange at Ballinlig in Sligo suggests it too had
an oratory. There is a church at Rathumney, a grange on the Tintern estate in
Co. Wexford.159 Many of the granges developed into nucleated settlements in the
later medieval period when the monastic lands were rented out to tenants.

148Murphy and Potterton, The Dublin Region, pp 173, 179, 259.  149Geraldine Stout, ‘The
Bective Abbey project’, Group for the Study of Irish Histoiric Settlement Newsletter, 13 (2010–
11), pp 5–11.  150 Platt, The monastic grange in Medieval England, pp 25–6.  151 Donovan
(ed.), The Cistercian Abbeys of county Tipperary, p. 47. 152 O’Dwyer (ed.) Stephen of
Lexington: letters, p. 159, no. 14. 153Waddell (ed.), Cistercian Lay Brothers, p. 183.  154
Eogan and others, Excavations at Knowth 5, p. 180.  155 Ibid., pp 617–8.  156 France,
Separate but equal, p. 74. O’Keefe has argued against this being an oratory because of the
irregular northwest/southeast orientation, Tadgh O’Keefe, ‘Medieval architectural pieces’ in
Eogan and others, Excavations at Knowth 5, pp 619–26, see p. 623. 157 Oliver Davies, ‘Old
churches in County Louth’, County Louth Archaeological and Historical Journal, 10, 1 (1941),
5–23, see p. 12.  158 Carville, Baltinglass, p. 44.  159 Colfer, The Hook Peninsula, pp 53–4,
204; WX040-029--.  

FarmSettlement03  21/04/2014  11:25  Page 35



36 Geraldine Stout

Therefore, some of the many chapels on Cistercian granges may be due to their
later development.160
The Cistercians were meticulous when it came to the layout of their abbeys

which combined both domestic and religious functions. Clearly, they would have
taken the same systematic approach to the laying out of their farmyards on the
granges . A well-organised farmyard layout is an essential requirement for
efficient farming. Farm outbuildings are functional and their design relates
specifically to the requirements of the particular farming activity. For
comparative purposes it is useful to examine historical accounts and
archaeological excavation which highlight the range of farm buildings on
medieval granges held by the Cistercians and the Augustinians. These are worth
examining in detail to determine whether there was a consistent farmyard layout

160 Stout, Newgrange and the Bend of the Boyne, pp 91–92.  

Fig. 3.10 Grange farmyard layouts (postulated): (a) Duleek, Co. Meath; (b) Grangegorman,
Co. Dublin; (c) Clonkeen (Deansgrange), Co. Dublin; (d) Knowth, Co. Meath.

FarmSettlement03  21/04/2014  11:25  Page 36



The Cistercian grange 37

(fig. 3.10). The description of the buildings attached to the Augustinian grange
in Duleek, Co. Meath is the best surviving description of an Irish monastic
grange (Fig. 3.11a).161 According to a 1381 extent the buildings were set around
a rectangular courtyard and organised into four units, on the east side were the
church, hall, kitchen, dairy, and stable for the horses; in the south were located
the bakery and brewhouse and a little granary; in the west a haggard or stackyard
in which corn and hay were stored and in the north was a sheep pen. There were
gates in the north and south-west.
At the Augustinian grange at Grangegorman, Co. Dublin in c.1337–46 there

were at least ten individual structures constructed of perishable wattle and daub
and wooden planks with straw thatched roofs (fig. 3.10b).162The animal shed and
barn were side by side next to the house and a hall and stables fitted with mangers
and stalls and a workshop. The kiln-house was probably off to one side of the yard.
The internal space was occupied by a cattle yard and a haggard so there would
probably have been some internal division. Similarly, at Clonkeen (Deansgrange),
Co. Dublin, the accounts mention a kiln-house, grange (granary), cow-house, ox-
house, bake-house and haggard (Fig. 3.11c).163 At Knowth, Co. Meath the grange
farmyard was enclosed by a rectangular masonry wall (fig 3.10d). The main
entrance was on the south-east with a smaller entrance on the west side.
Excavations revealed evidence for buildings indicated by hearths and paving in
the west/south west and south-east. The former may have been divided into at
least two compartments. An area of refuse outside the west wall suggests a kitchen
or refectory. Mortar spreads in the north-west corner suggests further building.
It also uncovered various artifacts that testify to agricultural activity taking place
such as knives, augurs, chisels, awls, punches, sickles and priming hooks. Animal
bone from the sites indicates that cattle and horses were also kept within the
enclosure.164 Carved architectural fragments provided the only evidence for a
church. Corn-drying kilns were found in the vicinity. 
Excavations of a grange in Rath Lower, Grange, Co. Louth in 2002 revealed

medieval buildings enclosed within an area bounded by earthen banks in the east
and west and south.165 The 1908 OS 1:2500 map located an abbey in ruins in the
location of these sheds. The northern boundary was formed by a curving stone
wall incorporating a possible kiln. The Cistercians of Newry founded a grange
here. As indicated by the names of the surrounding townlands; Grange Old,

161Anngret Simms and John Bradley, ‘The geography of Irish manors: the example of the
Llanthony Cells of Duleek and Colp in Co. Meath’ in John Bradley (ed.), Settlement and society
in medieval Ireland (Kilkenny, 1988), pp 291–326, see p. 320. 162Murphy and Potterton, The
Dublin Region, pp 258–59.  163 Liam Clare, ‘The kill and the grange of medieval Clonkeen’
in Karina Holton, Liam Clare and Brian Ó Dálaigh (eds) Irish villages: studies in local history
(Dublin, 2004), pp 17–45.  164Gillian Kenny, ‘Late medieval Brugh na Bóinne: 1142–1541’
Byrne, Jenkins, Kenny and Swift, Historical Knowth and its hinterland, pp 133–64, see pp 137–
8.  165 Richard Clutterbuck, ‘Rath Lower: medieval grange’ in Isabel Bennett (ed.),
Excavations 2002: summary of archaeological excavations (Dublin, 2004), pp 384–85.  
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Grange Irish and Monkland. The Grange church still had its roof in 1609.166
The first detailed record of the medieval buildings on the site was undertaken by
Wright in 1758 in Louthianawho shows drawings of a chapel and residence.167 It
depicts a castellated building attached to a gabled building described as a church.
Ogee-headed window fragments were recovered from the site. The medieval
remains consisted of several walls, refuse containing shell fish and storage pits
and a lime kiln.. Finds included a possible hayfork.
This preliminary examination of farmyard layout at granges indicates

considerable consistency in the layout and combination of buildings within each
farmyard: such as the close proximity of animal sheds to barns and separate
groupings of buildings associated with more hazardous activities like baking or
brewing. Stables for the horses were generally located close to or attached to the
dwelling. The central courtyard space often served as both haggard and
cattleyard. Gatehouses are a prominent feature. 

Conclusions
The grange system was a form of consolidated demesne farming which increased
agricultural production in Ireland from the middle of the twelfth century to the
late thirteenth century, a period of roughly one hundred and fifty years. This
medieval farm system was dependant on centralised control and a large
workforce of lay brothers and hired labourers. The establishment of lay brothers
and granges went hand in hand; without lay brothers there would not have been
granges. With the widespread decline in conversi, noted as early as 1274, granges
were difficult to staff in the traditional manner.168 By the fourteenth century with
the economic crisis following the famines of 1315–7 and the Black Death (1348–
9) the sources of labour were further reduced. Many abbeys found it simpler to
exploit their distant granges with hired labour or to lease them. The Cistercians
are known to have used free tenants or leasees instead of direct labour from as
early as 1208 when the General Chapter permitted the rental of lands.169 Thus
the Cistercian agricultural economy switched from a system of direct
exploitation of the land to a system of land rentals in the late medieval period. 
Stephen of Lexington, in 1228, had recommended that final accounts of all the

granges should be audited once in the year so that it might be known what each
grange returned to the monastery, what it received, and whether their cost was
greater than the value of its produce.170 There was a turning point in the late
thirteenth century when most abbeys had as many granges as they needed, or
could handle. At this point, although the grange system must still have been in
use in some parts of the country, further holdings were not acquired. Nonetheless
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grange farming remained a central component of the Cistercian economy in the
late thirteenth century. This is demonstrated by the fact that Hore abbey, Co.
Tipperary, was founded in 1272 with lands that included Grangegerry (Erry) and
Little Grange (Grange of Fydarte).171 The survival of Cistercian abbeys remained
dependant on economic viability of the grange farm system. 
The granges were organised in two main groups in Ireland, firstly, the smaller

compact cluster of granges around a focal centre such as Bective and Kilbeggan.
These are low-lying, riverine estates associated mainly arable farming. The
second group is the larger more diffuse arrangement of granges encompassing
varying terrain associated with mixed farming and a greater emphasis on stock
rearing such as Baltinglass and Boyle. On these larger monastic estates there is
evidence for specialised functions at certain granges such as cloth production
and mining. Stephen of Lexington, on his visitation to Irish granges in Leinster,
was offered cloth as a gift, providing further evidence for this activity.172
The home-grange nearest the abbey usually accommodated the principal barn

or granary and the evidence from Bective and Kilbeggan suggests that it had
additional facilities for storage, drying and processing of agricultural produce
such as granaries, kilns and mills. Such activities could also take place on some of
the outer granges as mills and kilns are present in the far-flung granges of Boyle
and Baltinglass. St Mary’s Abbey, Dublin, and Tintern and Dunbrody Abbeys in
Co. Wexford developed tidal mills at their granges.173 Corn-drying kilns and ovens
have also been found on granges at some remove from their abbeys.174
One possible Cistercian innovation could have been the introduction of the

three-field arable farming system into Ireland. In this system of crop rotation
nutrients were returned to the soil in the third year by the planting of leguminous
crops. The excavations at Bective testify to the growing of peas. Another major
factor in turning medieval Ireland from a pastoral to arable producer was the
utilisation of sheep.175 Animal manure improved the fertility of the soil and
sheep, in particular, were brought into fallow fields to manure into the ground. 
Some granges were centres of sheep rearing, as opposed to arable farming,

and this has left an impact in the prefix of placenames such as Sheepgrange,
Sheephouse on Mellifont abbey granges in Co. Meath and Ramsgrange Co.
Wexford on the Dunbrody estate; Rathnageeragh (Rath of the sheep) on the
Tintern estate.176 The faunal remains from Bective Abbey excavations show that
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the proportions of sheep was higher than for other high and late medieval sites.
Wool was an important commodity linked to the thriving export industry which
the Cistercians developed. The importance of the wool trade is indicated by the
fact that speculation in Cistercian wool eventually led to a crisis with their Italian
merchant bankers in the second half of the thirteenth century.177 The high level
of taxes generated at New Ross by the customs imposed on wool and hides in
1275 indicates that Dunbrody and Tintern became involved in sheep farming
during the thirteenth century in common with other Cistercian houses.178
The Cistercians were at the forefront of technological developments in farm

machinery which contributed to improving the volume of agricultural produce.
They are associated with a new type of plough which used quartz pebbles fitted
into the wooden sole to slow down wear.179 The plough pebble is an iconic
artefact and its use in a particular type of plough occurs consistently in
thirteenth century contexts at a particular moment of intense agrarian
enterprise. The introduction of this particular plough has been compared with
the Massey Ferguson in the huge technological impact it had on arable farming
in medieval Ireland. The Cistercian order were at the forefront of this economic
enterprise. Plough pebbles have been found on five granges of the Mellifont
abbey monastic estate and in associated with cultivation ridges on the grange at
Tulsk, Co. Roscommon.180 A significant concentration of seventy plough pebbles
was recovered at Bective abbey. Their concentration in a barn at Bective remains
the clearest indication so far in Ireland for an intact plough.181 The Cistercians
also undertook land reclamation and there is evidence for field drainage at the
homegrange of Kilbeggan, Co. Westmeath.
The classic grange farm plan of a rectilinear enclosure defined by banks and

ditches found in France, England and Wales was also used in Ireland. Some
more defensive examples had their earthen banks replaced by stone walls.
Gatehouses are a key feature of grange morphology. The rectilinear earthwork
form of the grange enclosure is earlier than the Anglo-Norman moated site
introduced into Ireland in the thirteenth century, thus granges may have
provided the model for the Anglo-Norman moated site. In Ireland writers such
as Hadden have used the term ‘grangia’ to describe Irish moated sites but in
general the study of moated sites in Ireland have rejected any links with
Cistercian granges.182 While the Anglo-Normans might have been aware of the
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defended rectilinear farmstead in England it could also be argued, especially if
English moated sites post date c.1200,183 that they adopted the pre-existing
grange-farm model from the Cistercian community upon their arrival in Ireland. 
Within each grange enclosure was a nucleus of farm buildings arranged

around a courtyard in a logical manner for efficient farming. The configuration
of these grange farms with a residence, agricultural buildings and adjacent
industrial facilities compare favourably with the layout of manorial centres.184
Many extents enumerate a series of farm buildings that lay close to the residence
with granaries, barns and ox houses mentioned.185 The 1304 extent for
Cloncurry, Co. Kildare describes a series of agricultural buildings and a
residence within a courtyard area.186 However, what distinguishes the grange
farm layout from the manorial centre is the absence of an earthwork castle and
the tenant component with its associated strip field system.187 The full courtyard
farm layout, where the farm buildings are grouped around a rectangular yard
with one side formed by the dwelling house, evolved from the Cistercian grange.
It remains the most common form of farm layout in modern Ireland.188
Courtyard farms are traditionally associated with the larger holdings in south
and east of Ireland which had a greater emphasis on mixed farming, as did the
Cistercian grange. 
The physical legacy of this medieval grange farm system in the Irish

landscape today is considerable, even though it was in use over a relatively short
period of approximately one hundred and fifty years. Many monastic estates
maintained their integrity as landed estates in the post-dissolution period. The
grange medieval farming system resulted in the consolidation of vast estates
across the country. Cistercian grange enclosures formed the model for the
Anglo-Norman moated site, their grange farm layout may have had an impact
on the evolution of medieval manorial centres and the legacy of their efficient
courtyard farm has continued into modern times.
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